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that the Mayor and Aldermen had offered him their own houses for himself and his officers; and that his soldiers would lack for nothing. And indeed I saw many people give the soldiers drink and money, and all along in the streets cried, " God bless them!" and extraordinary good words. Hence we went to a merchant's house hard by, where Lock wrote a note and left, where I saw Sir Nich. Crisp,1 and so we went to the Star Tavern2 (Monk being then at Benson's), where we dined and I wrote a letter to my Lord from thence. In Cheapside there was a great many bonfires, and Bow bells and all the bells in all the churches as we went home were a-ringing. Hence we went homewards, it being about ten o'clock. But the common joy that was every where to be seen! The number of bonfires, there being fourteen between St. Dunstan's and Temple Bar, and at Strand Bridge8 I could at one view tell thirty-one fires. In King-street seven or eight; and all along burning, and roasting, and drinking for rumps. There being rumps tied upon sticks and carried up and down. The butchers at the May Pole in the Strand4 rang a peal with their knives when they were going to sacrifice their rump. On Ludgate Hill there was one turning of the spit that had a rump tied upon it, and another basting of it. Indeed it was past imagination, both the greatness and the suddenness of it. At one end of the street you would think there was a whole lane of fire, and so hot that we were fain to keep still on the further side merely for heat. We came to the Chequers at Charing Cross, where Chetwind wrote a
1 An eminent merchant actively engaged in the African trade, and one of the farmers of the Customs.    He had advanced large sums to assist Charles I.,  who  knighted  him,  January  1st,   1641.    He  was elected member of Parliament for Winchelsea in the Long Parliament, but expelled February 2nd, 1641.    He was one of the Commission sent to Charles II. at Breda, and created a baronet April i6th, 1665. He died February 26th,  1665-6, and was  buried  in the church of St. Mildred, Bread Street.    His mansion at Hammersmith stood on the site of Brandenburgh House.
2 The Star tavern was in Cheapside.
8 Described in Maitland's "History of London" as a handsome bridge crossing the Strand, near the east end of Catherine Street, under which a small stream glided from the fields into the Thames, near Somerset House.
4 Where stands the church of St. Mary-le-Strand.